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HANDOUT

SCENARIO A

Darryll is 14. He has been living with his mother and his grandmother off and on. Sometimes
he stays with a friend and every once in a while he sleeps in an abandoned building. He is not
getting along with his family. His father is using drugs intravenously and doesn’t stay at
home any more. Sometimes his father comes home and beats up on his mother and takes
money from her purse for his drug habit even though there isn’t enough to pay the rent some
months. His mother works three jobs trying to bring in enough income to make sure that his
two younger brothers and his sister have enough to eat and have clothes to wear to school.
Darryll gets mad sometimes about things at home. He’s not doing that well in school either.
Once he was so mad that he hit his little brother Jaron so hard that his mother had to take
him to the emergency room. The worst argument he got into was with his father when he
promised to pay for some kitchen furniture and spent all the money on drugs.

One day, Darryll’s friend’s brother asked him if he wanted to make a few dollars selling stuff
on the street. Darryll thought he could help his mother out and buy himself some clothes at
the same time. He sold a few bags to guys he knew on the block and he was good at it. He
didn’t see himself as dealing, just making some money to help his family out. He asked his
friend Luz to hold the money for him. “No problem” she told him. “I’ll just keep it hidden in
my room.”

Once he was selling, it was hard to stop. The money was good and he was fast. He started
smoking blunts with a few friends, before and after school and then he started skipping
school, first a couple of classes, and then whole days. Sometimes he would travel by car
down to New York to get some dope, bag it and sell it in Hartford. His teachers asked him
what was going on but he didn’t want to tell them. He didn’t trust them to keep his activities
secret. So he just kept to himself in school. His mother was too busy - she didn’t read the
notices that the counselor and the vice principal sent home from school. They didn’t call
the house, or if they did, she was never home. He got into trouble twice, once for robbery
and once for assault.

One night he was hanging out at home when his friends and some older guys called. They
had a deal for after midnight. He was in a borrowed car, going home when the cops spotted
them at 2:00 AM. They tried to stop the car. Everyone got out. Some neighbors say their
hands were up in the air; some say they were running. The cops shot Darryll in the back and
he died on the way to the hospital.

WHO IS TO BLAME FOR DARRYLL’S DEATH?
Assignment: As a group, create answers to the following questions from the perspective of
your character.

•  decide who is at blame for Darryll’s death from the perspective of the character
•  create an argument for why the team made that decision
•  decide why your character is not to blame
•  assign a primary person to speak for the team in front of the jury
•  prepare that person to take the lead in speaking
•  prepare to support that person in the group’s position


